Crystal data 
The complete molecule of the title compound, C 26 H 20 N 2 , is generated by crystallographic inversion symmetry. The terminal phenyl ring is twisted by 19.2 (1) with respect to the adjacent phenylene ring.
Related literature
For the synthesis, see: Malkes & Timchenko (1961) . For biological evaluation, see: Cremlyn et al. (1991) . The compound is a formylating agent for aromatic compounds; see: Kantlehner et al. (2004) . When treated with cerium ammonium nitrate, the aldehyde is regenerated; see Giurg & Mlochowski (1999 (Bruker, 2007 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2007) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: X-SEED (Barbour, 2001) ; software used to prepare material for publication: publCIF (Westrip, 2008 
Comment
The complete molecule of the title compound, (I) is generated by crystallographic inversion symmetry (Fig. 1) . The terminal phenyl ring is twisted by 19.2 (1) ° with respect to the phenylene ring.
Experimental 4-Phenyl benzaldehyde (0.72 g, 4 mmol) and 80% hydrazine hydrate (0.10 g, 2 mmol) were heated in ethanol (25 ml) for 1 h.
The resulting product was filtered and washed with ethanol and then recrystallized from hexane to yield yellow prisms of (I).
Refinement
The H atoms were placed in calculated positions (C-H = 0.95 Å) and refined as riding with U(H) = 1.2U(C).
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (I) with atoms shown at the 70% probability level. Hydrogen atoms are drawn as spheres of arbitrary radiius. The unlabelled atoms are generated by the symmetry operation (1-x, 1-y, 1-z).
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